
Chelsea	
  Singlehurst	
  Alexander	
  the	
  Great	
  Lesson	
  Plan	
  
	
  
2	
  days,	
  80	
  minutes 
Objectives: 
•I	
  can	
  analyze	
  significant	
  achievements	
  from	
  Alexander	
  the	
  Great,	
  and	
  Pericles 

•I	
  can	
  formulate	
  an	
  opinion,	
  and	
  determine	
  if	
  Alexander	
  the	
  Great	
  was	
  an	
  effective	
  leader	
  through	
  primary	
  documents 

Activity Time Teacher	
  Will Student	
  Will 

Do	
  Now 3	
  min Monitor	
  classroom Complete	
  Do	
  Now	
  in	
  Social	
  Studies	
  
notebook 

Slides	
  3	
  and	
  4	
  
Unpacking	
  Learning	
  
Targets	
  and	
  Key	
  
Points 

2	
  min Go	
  over	
  learning	
  targets Pay	
  attention 

Slide	
  4	
  Pericles 5	
  min Go	
  over	
  Pericles.	
  Give	
  students	
  time	
  
to	
  take	
  cornell	
  notes,	
  and	
  to	
  discuss	
  
content. 

Take	
  cornell	
  notes. 

Slide	
  5	
  Alexander	
  
the	
  Great 

5	
  min Go	
  over	
  Alexander	
  the	
  Great.	
  Give	
  
students	
  time	
  to	
  take	
  cornell	
  notes,	
  
and	
  to	
  discuss	
  content.	
   

Take	
  cornell	
  notes 

Philosophical	
  Chairs	
  
introductin 

5	
  min Teach	
  students	
  what	
  Philosophical	
  
Chairs	
  is	
  and	
  looks	
  like.	
  Show	
  
example	
  video	
  from	
  3:05-­‐5:30.	
   

Pay	
  attention 

Practice	
  
Philosophical	
  Chairs 

10	
  min Quickly	
  set	
  up	
  students	
  for	
  
philosophical	
  chairs.	
  Have	
  guiding	
  
question	
  be:	
  In	
  Ancient	
  Greek	
  
civilization,	
  did	
  it	
  make	
  sense	
  for	
  girls	
  
to	
  learn	
  domestic	
  skills	
  rather	
  than	
  go	
  
to	
  school?	
   

Students	
  participate	
  and	
  agree	
  or	
  
disagree 

Alexander	
  the	
  Great	
  
Reading 

10	
  min Go	
  over	
  “Alexander	
  the	
  Great	
  
Resume”	
  with	
  students	
  discussing	
  
which	
  traits	
  are	
  positive,	
  and	
  which	
  
are	
  negative 

Highlight	
  along	
  with	
  teacher	
  about	
  
positive	
  and	
  negative	
  facts	
  about	
  
Alexander	
  the	
  Great 

 

  

Comment [1]: This is a quick diagnostic 
assessment for students’ abilities to 
participate in a philosophical chairs 
discussion, a strategy that we are building 
up to. Both classes were actually really 
good at having these discussions. 

Comment [2]: I use highlighters a lot in 
my class a quick visual formative 
assessment, it is easy to track if students 
are following along and also to see their 
opinions, we also use this strategy with 
annotating (different colors = different 
things you’re looking for). 



 

 

Day	
  2:	
  	
   

Primary	
  Source	
  
reading 

7 Revisit	
  how	
  to	
  dissect	
  a	
  primary	
  
source	
  with	
  the	
  observe,	
  reflect,	
  and	
  
question	
  table.	
  Go	
  over	
  the	
  first	
  
primary	
  source	
  with	
  students	
  eliciting	
  
student	
  responses	
  and	
  filling	
  out	
  the	
  
table	
   

Students	
  follow	
  along	
  with	
  primary	
  
sources	
  and	
  facts,	
  and	
  fill	
  out	
  their	
  
notes	
  in	
  their	
  primary	
  source	
  tables 

Primary	
  Source	
  
reading 

5 Instruct	
  students	
  to	
  do	
  the	
  same	
  
thing	
  but	
  with	
  their	
  desk	
  partners 

Students	
  work	
  with	
  their	
  desk	
  partner	
  
to	
  fill	
  in	
  the	
  table	
  for	
  the	
  second	
  
primary	
  source	
  (the	
  map)	
   

Primary	
  Source	
  
reading 

2 Go	
  over	
  answers	
  as	
  a	
  class	
  and	
  fill	
  out	
  
teacher	
  key 

Share	
  out	
  answers	
  that	
  they	
  and	
  their	
  
partners	
  came	
  up	
  with 

Primary	
  Source	
  
reading 

5 Instruct	
  students	
  to	
  do	
  the	
  same	
  
thing	
  they	
  did	
  with	
  the	
  resume	
  with	
  
the	
  reading:	
  looking	
  for	
  positive	
  and	
  
negative	
  traits	
   

Students.	
  Independently	
  highlight	
  the	
  
reading	
  by	
  Plutarch	
  about	
  ATG	
  
highlighting	
  positive	
  and	
  negative	
  
traits	
  separately 

Primary	
  Source	
  
reading 

2 Go	
  over	
  answers	
  as	
  a	
  class	
  and	
  fill	
  out	
  
teacher	
  key 

Share	
  out	
  answers	
  that	
  they	
  and	
  their	
  
partners	
  came	
  up	
  with 

Perfagraph	
  
creation/	
  
assessment	
   

rest Students	
  are	
  deciding	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  Alexander	
  the	
  Great	
  really	
  was	
  great	
  
referencing	
  the	
  primary	
  sources	
  that	
  we	
  looked	
  at	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  resume	
  we	
  
looked	
  at	
  during	
  the	
  first	
  class 

 

Comment [3]: My assessments for social 
studies are generally writing-oriented, 
encouraging students to prove their 
knowledge through analysis of information 
rather than identification. 
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